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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING AUGUST 12, 1977 

1 . THERE WERE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ABOUT REPORTED INVOLVE- 
MENT OF WIFE OF U.S. DIPLOMAT IN DEMONSTRATION IN SOUTH 
AFRICA (WHICH ON FRONT PAGE OF AUGUST 12 WASHPOST). I 
BEGAN RESPONSE BY SAYING I WAS NOT AWARE SOUTH AFRICAN 

GOVERNMENT HAD PROTESTED THIS REPORTED INCIDENT, BUT THAT 
IN ANY EVENT WE HAD GIVEN THEM THE FACTS IN EFFORT TO 

SET RECORD STRAIGHT. IT IS INCORRECT THAT MRS. (THOMAS) 
WILLIAMS, WIFE OF U.S. CONSUL IN CAPETOWN, WAS IN- 
VOLVED IN DEMONSTRATION AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 10 IN MODDER- 
DAM WHICH PROTESTED GOVERNMENT'S DEMOLITION OF BLACK 

MIGRANT WORKERS' HOMES. WHILE SHE WAS THERE THAT DAY, SHE 
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WENT THERE IN MORNING INDEPENDENTLY ON HER OWN INITIATIVE 
TO OFFER ASSISTANCE TO FAMILY OF HER ACQUAINTANCE IN CON- 
NECTION WITH THAT FAMILY'S FORCED MOVE. SHE WAS NOT PRE- 
SENT WHEN GOVERNMENT WORKERS BEGAN TO KNOCK DOWN WORK 
ERS 1 HOMES SHORTLY AFTER NOON, AND THUS NOT AT THE SCENE 
AT THE TIME OF AFTERNOON CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN POLICE AND 
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MIGRANTS ATTEMPTING OBSTRUCT DEMOLITION. IN THE PAST SHE 
HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH MULTIRACIAL GROUP WHICH HAS SOU- 
GHT TO AID MIGRANT WORKERS; WHILE MEMBERS OF THAT GROUP 
MAY HAVE SEEN PART OF GROUP OF WHITES IN DEMONSTRATION AUG- 
UST 10, MRS. WILLIAMS WAS NOT AMONG THEM. NO CONSIDERA- 
TION IS BEING GIVEN TO RECALLING WILLIAMS. I DECLINED 
COMMENT ON REMARKS TO PRESS ATTRIBUTED TO MRS. WILLIAMS. 
ASKED IF WE LOOK FAVORABLY ON HER ACTIVITY, OR IF WE EN- 
COURAGE OR DISCOURAGE DIPLOMATS AND FAMILIES WHERE INVOL- 
VEMENT IN WHAT MIGHT BE SEEN AS POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN A 
COUNTRY IS CONCERNED, I OFFERED PERSONAL, NOT OFFICIAL, 

VIEW THAT WE DO NOT ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO ENGAGE IN ACTIV- 
ITIES OUTSIDE THEIR OFFICIAL DUTIES WHICH AMOUNT TO PART- 
ICIPATION IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER COUNTRY OTHER 
THAN OBVIOUS CHARITABLE, EDUCATIONAL AND HUMANITARIAN 
ACTIVITIES. 

2. TO QUESTION TAKEN IN PREVIOUS DAY'S BRIEFING 

WHETHER WE HAVE ENGAGED IN CONSULTATION WITH CONGRESS ON 
POSSIBILITY OF UNILATERALLY NULLIFYING MUTUAL DEFENSE 

TREATY WITH TAIWAN, I SAID WE HAD NOT. ASKED IF WE STILL 
STAND BY TREATY, I REPLIED THAT WE DID. 

3. ASKED WHETHER NKOMO WOULD MEET WITH ANY DEPARTMENT 
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OFFICIALS, I SAID MY UNDERSTANDING WAS HE WOULD MEET, AT 
HIS REQUEST, WITH SECRETARY ON MONDAY AUGUST 15. 

4. ON SUBJECT OF CASTRO-CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 80-ODD 
AMERICAN CITIZENS LIVING IN CUBA MAY RETURN WITH FAMILIES 
TO U.S., I SAID I COULD NOT GO INTO ANY DETAIL OF STEPS 

WE ARE CONSIDERING TO FACILITATE THEIR RETURN UNTIL WE HAD 
TALKED WITH CHURCH AND KNOW BETTER WHAT HIS IDEAS ARE ABOUT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. I NOTED THAT AMCITS THEMSELVES HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN FREE TO LEAVE, BUT THAT WE REGARD AS A VERY 
WELCOME DEVELOPMENT THE NEWS THAT FAMILIES WILL NOW 
BE ALLOWED TO RETURN WITH THEM. 

5. NEW SUBJECT. HEREWITH FULL STORY OF TRANSMISSION OF 
WIRE SERVICE STORIES FILED FROM PLANE AUGUST 1 1 . ON NOT- 
IFICATION EARLY MORNING AUGUST 1 1 AT HOME THAT STORIES 
WOULD BE COMING IN, I ASKED OP CENTER TO TELEPHONE US 
IMMEDIATELY ON RECEIPT OF EACH SO WE COULD PASS QUICKLY TO 
BUREAUS HERE. THREE MESSAGES WERE RECEIVED IN OP CENTER 
IN QUICK SUCCESSION— UPI AT 1:48 P.M., AP AT 1:49, AND RE- 
UTER AT 1:5 1. NO NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT MADE TO US, 

DESPITE PHONE CALLS TO CHECK. WE FOUND AP STORY IN OUR 
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OP CENTER BOX AROUND 3 P.M. AND TELEPHONED IT TO AP. UPI 

STORY CAME TO US IN MORNING TAKE AUGUST 12 AND WAS PASSED 
TO UPI; WE DID NOT FIND THIS STORY IN OUR BOX IN ANY OF 
SEVERAL RUNS DURING AFTERNOON AUGUST 1 1 ; OP CENTER ADVISES 
IT WAS PASSED TO US SHORTLY AFTER RECEIPT. REUTER 
STORY WAS NOT DELIVERED TO US AT ALL; OP CENTER HAS EXPRE- 
SSED ITS REGRET. CHRISTOPHER 
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